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Dear Phil

It’s a small world – if you recall I used to work for you as Assistant Chief Executive at Harrogate B.C. and I am now writing to you as Chair of SOLACE – Management Practices and e-Government  Panel.  

Over the last 12 months SOLACE has developed a dynamic and productive partnership with the Mobile Operators Association and clearly a significant part of our agenda has been to ensure that the benefits of mobile technology have a minimal detrimental impact on environmental and planning related issues.  In this regard we have found the MOA to be most helpful and willing to co-operate.

You will by now have received the MOA’s response and on behalf of SOLACE I would like to support the general thrust of their comments and would like to add only one or two specific points.

As we all recognise the public understandably want the best of both worlds - to use mobile technology and receive a signal anywhere in the UK but at the same time to have the minimum environmental impact in their area.  This issue will of course be exacerbated as 3G technology rolls out and I understand that left unchecked this could in a few years leap to a 7-fold increase in the number of masts required. 

SOLACE has therefore been encouraging the MOA to encourage its members to promote mast sharing.  Secondly we have been encouraging them to work with companies which are seeking to develop technology which enables shared antennae use (i.e. several operators using not only the same mast but the same antennae).  One issue therefore which the Inquiry might like to test is whether this could be achieved by encouragement or regulatory paths.  

Finally can I apologise for the lateness of this submission but SOLACE undertake their work on a voluntary basis and I have had to fit this work in around the Council’s priorities including CPA; (incidentally you might like to know that West Lancashire District Council’s good score was the highest in the County).  

Best wishes

On behalf of Bill Taylor

Chair, Solace Management Practices and e-Government Panel

