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19 Oberon Wood
Beddgelert

Gwynedd LL55 4YW

Tel. 01766 890623

Fax 01766 890819
chriscrook@totalise.co.uk





Attention: Claire Gray, Administrative Secretariat
26 April 2004

apMobile
To: claire@apmobile.org
23 Palace Street
London  SW1E  5HW
Dear Sir

PUBLIC ENQUIRY ON PLANNING - SITING OF TETRA MASTS

Further to our recent telephone conversation, I am making a submission on behalf of the Beddgelert Community Action Group, which was formed to address the issues regarding the siting on the Royal Goat Hotel, Beddgelert of a communications mast, antenna and associated equipment for the controversial TETRA-based Airwave Police communications network.

The community is upset that it was not properly consulted and that planning consent has been given by the Snowdonia National Park Authority despite it being in a conservation area in a National Park.  Listed building consent has also been given by CADW.   
It has been noted that your inquiry is confined to planning, not health issues, so although the community is particularly concerned on health issues, the following submission does not address these.  I would however be grateful to be informed of any future event which will be concerned with health issues,

for which a separate submission would be made.
Please find the submission as the second page of this letter.

Thank you for agreeing to consider this submission after the deadline of 8 April.
Yours faithfully
Chris Crook
for and on behalf of the Beddgelert Community Action Group
A TETRA MAST NEAR A SCHOOL ON A LISTED BUILDING IN A CONSERVATION AREA 
Submitted by Beddgelert Community Action Group
26 April 2004

1.  Firstly, can we please establish that although the TETRA-based Airwave system is not for the public, the base stations still count as Mobile Phone Masts?  After all, the handsets are mobile and are used for communicating like telephones and base stations have a telephone land-line. 
2.  There is currently a Macrocell Base Station TETRA mast being installed on the Royal Goat Hotel, Beddgelert, Gwynedd.  It is believed that the transmitter cabinet is currently empty of equipment.  The system is, anyway not yet in service.

3.  Beddgelert is a tourist village (the whole village being a conservation area and having 42 listed buildings.) The village has regularly won Wales in Bloom and Britain in Bloom.  
4.  The installation is close to a school and private houses, some of the closest of which are on the same elevation as the antenna.  The community is upset that it was not properly consulted and that planning consent has been given by the Snowdonia National Park Authority, despite the site being in a conservation area in a National Park.  Listed building consent has also been given by CADW on the basis that there are other masts on the same building and that the back of the hotel is not particularly attractive anyway.  The operators, Airwave MM02 Limited had claimed in their planning application that full consultation with the community had taken place.  The planning notice was placed on private property of the hotel, not on the nearest telegraph pole, where planning notices have normally been observed.  Accordingly the notice was not discovered until after installation had commenced.  
5.  After delivery of the transmitter cabinet but before erection of the mast, we organized a very successful public meeting (attended by an MP, an AM, a councillor, a member of Gwynedd Council Health & Safety, a member of Snowdonia National Park Authority, an independent expert and the media.)  The police and the operators declined to attend.  We have subsequently been told that someone from the North Wales Police Authority was in the audience, thought it was an excellent meeting and that we will have the full support of the Chief Constable to attend personally at any future meeting.  
6.  Later, at very short notice (2 days), the operators called an afternoon meeting (to which they sent seven representatives).  That morning they proceeded with mast erection, to really show everyone that our feelings were never going to count.  We have since learnt that if they did not use this specific site, it would require three separate base stations to achieve the coverage of the one.  As far as we are concerned this is purely a financial matter and one that they could and should have anticipated at their own planning stage.  

7.  Here are our observations:

· The planning authority is aware of guidelines like TAN-19 and PPG8 but accepts an applicant's assertion that full consultation had taken place, when it had not.  

· The planning authority is now reluctant to revoke consent for fear of substantial costs.

· Continuing to disfigure a listed building on the grounds that other masts were already there does not make sense - building sharing is hardly like mast sharing.  Generally, sharing seems, throughout the UK to be un-policed and it is highly probable that the aggregated field strength of 20+ antenna installations such as those on hotels in the Heathrow area and on towers like at Membury Services exceed the ICNIRP exposure levels - but is anyone checking this?
· The operators have stated that although O2 has signed up to the Mobile Operators Association's 10 Commitments, they, as Airwave MM02 Limited have not.  Accordingly,

· they do not respond to complaints/letters in 10 days (if at all) 

· they do not consult properly where a base station is near ('near' is vague) to a school 

(on the Traffic Light Model, this site would have been a definite RED)


· they do not put TETRA base station information on the Sitefinder database 

· the operators have not yet replied to a letter from our MP

8.  The proposed TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (TELECOMMUNICATION MASTS) BILL 2004 
Promoted by Richard Spring MP would seem to address many defects in current legislation but does not seem to be given a chance to proceed to the initial Second Reading.

