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Embargoed until 11.30am

Tuesday, 20th July 2004

PRESS RELEASE

Mobile Phone Masts: Planning for the future

Recommendations for increasing openness, efficiency and trust

Report of an independent All-Party Parliamentary Group

The All Party Parliamentary Mobile Group (apMobile) is to announce the findings and recommendations of its independent Parliamentary inquiry, in a report released at a press conference on Tuesday 20th July 2004 at 11.30am in the Wilson Room, Portcullis House, Westminster. 

The group launched its inquiry into the siting and location of mobile phone masts in March 2004 and received evidence from a range of witnesses including industry, central government, community groups and local government.  The report will call on the government to lead the way in tightening up the planning system and making openness, efficiency and trust fundamental characteristics in planning for mobile masts.

The group’s key recommendation is that permitted development rights be revoked for mobile phone masts.  There are 18 other recommendations for improving the way in which local authorities and central government can work together with the mobile phone industry to reduce conflict with local communities
Chair of the Committee, Phil Willis MP welcomed the report saying: 

"I welcome the All Party Mobile Group's Report as a significant contribution to the public's on going concerns over the siting of mobile phone masts and base stations.

"The Inquiry received a wide range of evidence from the government, industry, local authorities, action groups and other interested parties demonstrating the huge interest in the siting of mobile phone masts and base stations.

"The Report is highly critical of the current planning system and concludes that the voluntary code of practice by the Mobile Telecommunications Industry is inconsistent and leads to public scepticism over planning decisions.

"The 19 recommendations represent a huge challenge for government, the industry and local authorities and would, if implemented represent a major step forward for the industry and residents alike.

"The Inquiry was keen to stress the huge social and economic benefits of mobile communications and sought to work with the industry and local residents to find acceptable solutions to siting problems.”
Notes to Editors

The report will be available online at http://www.apmobile.org.uk 

Members of the Committee:

Phil Willis MP is the Liberal Democrat MP for Harrogate & Knaresborough. He is a leading campaigner on mobile communication issues in Parliament.

Paul Truswell MP is the Labour MP for Pudsey.

Brian White MP is the Labour MP for Milton Keynes North East.

Lord Lucas of Crudwell & Dingwall is a Conservative Peer.
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