Whilst I unfortunately missed the opportunity to make a formal written submission to APIG in respect of the abuse of Digital Rights Management by certain elements of the private sector, i.e. by using DRM to leverage near-monopoly or in order to artificially restrict consumer rights, I would be very grateful if you will add my private e-mail address (not the source of this message, for obvious reasons!) to any listserver or similar that you might use to keep interested parties informed of progress with your work.

As a committed user of the open source Linux operating system, and as a senior police officer with a private (properly declared and approved) information technology and IT security consultancy business, I am extremely interested in this area, particularly in respect of the Microsoft Corporation and the implications for consumers of some of the fundamental flaws in the security model on which its operating systems are based.

Microsoft is seeking to introduce its "Trusted Computing" initiative as a positive step in resolving such issues: in reality, it is an ideal opportunity for Microsoft to continue with its "embrace, extend, extinguish" philosophy to extend its near-monopoly of the PC desktop.

Forgive the detail, I do tend to become somewhat long-winded when short concise communication is required!

Chief Inspector R M Crorie

Cheshire Police Headquarters, Winsford

PS - It's great to see Rich Text Format referred to on your Web site:

"It would be very much preferred if written submissions were made in an electronic format. They should be in plain text (ASCII), Adobe PDF, Microsoft Word .DOC or .RTF format..."

I become frustrated at the number of Government (and other public sector) sites unwittingly advancing the closed, proprietary Word .doc format that its users have to keep paying for through the nose as the format changes (for exactly that reason!).  The intentions of the US State of Massachusetts to ban such closed formats from its data sets - to ensure proper archiving that can be retrieved in future - is most interesting.

The "OpenOffice" open standard so widely used by Linux applications is unlikely to be properly supported by Microsoft, for exactly the sort of reasons that APIG is investigating.

RMC.

