hi,

my interests are simple: not to go to jail for writing software.

the EU and the UK will be being lobbied to ensure that "piracy"

does not take place.  the "piracy" is considered to be the illegal distribution - i.e. not through "cartelled" channels - of copyright material.

yes, i said "cartelled".

the movie and music industry and even the BBC have not woken up yet to a quite simple concept:

1) the honesty of ordinary people.

2) piracy is never going to go away.

put pressure of any kind on 1) and they turn to 2).

ways in which pressure is placed on 1) - honest people

a) industries getting _so_ paranoid about losing money that

   they lobby _you_ to pass insane laws that restrict the

   means by which content is available.

b) industries being so out-of-date that they refuse to keep

   up with technology and people's internet usage patterns,

   and _refuse_ to make content available - for a reasonable

   fee - online.

ways in which pressure is _relieved_ on 1) such that they do _not_ turn to 2):

a) when these industries turn to you and ask you to pass laws, tell them

   to get knotted, and look at b)

b) music and movie industries start providing the infrastructure which

   allows them to start making money out of downloads.

c) force the music and movie industry's hand to b) by LEGALLY MANDATING

   that if the technology exists (and these so-called "pirates"

   demonstrate that it _does_ exist), then the industries MUST take

   steps to enter the market and attempt to "sap" downloads "away"

   from the so-called "pirates".

   if they DON'T enter the market, then it can be demonstrated that,

   by NOT entering the market to provide legal downloads, that it is

   THEIR OWN FAULT if they lose money, and they are therefore

   RESPONSIBLE for their own loss of revenue.

it's very, very, very, very, very simple.

the music and movie industry do not trust people (and apple, with the success of iTunes, is the exception to that).

therefore, they want everybody treated as criminals.

if they got their fingers out of their backsides for _just_ one second, and trusted "honest" people by providing them with a way to give them money in return for downloads, then they would find that people _would_ give them money.

i certainly would!

i want the latest sci-fi shows, and i can't pay ANYONE to get them, and i would happily pay anything up to £3 per episode, and would download forty back-episodes of any show i come to like, and then spend 48 hours watching them ALL back-to-back!

with the ease in which it is possible to copy DVDs and CDs, it is _so_ important to _not_ let them pass laws that restrict the distribution or the play-back, but instead to simply _trust_ honest people to remain within the law (_existing_ copyright

law) - that's what it's there for.

unjust and unreasonable and unworkable laws only serve to turn honest people into criminals.

you _know_ this, so why the hell are you letting the music and movie industries tell you otherwise?
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