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16 January 2005

Dear Mr Wyatt

All Party Internet Group Inquiry into Digital Rights Management:

Letter in support of BPI, MPA, BSA submissions

The Alliance Against Intellectual Property Theft is a UK-based coalition of British trade associations and enforcement organisations, with an interest in ensuring intellectual property rights receive the protection they need and deserve.   Our members include representatives of film/TV and video, music, games and business software industries, branded manufactured goods, publishers, retailers and designers.

The Alliance represents businesses that have a combined turnover of more than £250 billion, employing over one million people in the UK.  It seeks to strengthen and bring consistency to existing laws in the area of intellectual property to ensure people's ideas and creativity is properly valued and protected.

The BPI, Motion Picture Association and Business Software Alliance are submitting full individual responses to the APIG’s inquiry.  The Alliance endorses these submissions.   

Digital Rights Management is an important and key function enabling consumers to access and buy digital content in a variety of new formats.  It has been used for many years already and is making new internet-based services available to a wide range of consumers.  Such new services would not be possible without DRM.  

In this increasing digital environment, with the public seeking alternatives to physical carriers of content such as CDs and DVDs, owners of intellectual property need to be able to offer new ways to pay for content.  This is crucial in order, for example, for record companies and artists to be assured of receiving payments for their work and investment.

Our members’ submissions clearly outline the benefits digital rights management bring and its role in enabling greater and more innovative ways for consumers to access copyrighted material.  The Alliance strongly supports the development of digital rights management, believes it affords consumers new modes of access, while enabling a way for the necessary payment for material to continue and feels current legislative provisions at UK and EU provide the right legal protections for this to continue.  

Yours sincerely
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Lavinia Carey

Chair
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