Dear Sirs

         All producers of intellectual property (IP) deserve protection from those who would exploit their work without payment. Some system is required to control the use IP so that the producer benefits properly. 

DRM has earned a deservedly bad reputation as it is used more to reinforce the big corporation's ability to exploit both the producer of the intellectual property and the prospective customer.

         Any reform of the control of IP whether by some DRM or other procedure must be fair to the initiator of the product and the user. 

Currently the distributor is much too powerful and exploits that power to ensure excessive profits are made and accrue to the distributor while all the other parties are too weak to gain fair treatment. Consortia of the distributors use influence to have laws passed to increase the industry's control under the guise of controlling piracy but extend that control beyond acceptable limits to the detriment of honest customers. 

This includes denial of what used to be accepted as fair use.

         Another example of the unfairness to customers is the differential pricing of goods in different countries as is evident in iTunes. Here the same product is made available in UK at a higher price than in the EU but the distributor prevents the UK user from downloading the product from the EU.

         Another is the Regional limiting of DVDs so that virtually identical DVDs are sold in UK and USA at vastly different prices but the DVD players sold in UK will not read the much cheaper DVDs from USA. 

This is a denial of the consumer's rights by DRM.

         The current problems with Sony products damaging Personal Computers with DRM highlight the need for much stricter control of the permissible limitation of consumer freedom. Too much has been done to aid the companies and too little for personal rights of both the initiator and user of IP.
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