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Ms Buki Edoja
International Communications
Department of Trade and Industry
Bay 202
151 Buckingham Palace Road
London SW1W 9SS

Dear Ms Edoja,

RE:
The Directive on Privacy and Electronic Communications. (2002/58/EC)
I write in response to your invitation to comment on the Draft Regulation transposing this Directive into UK Law.  This is a paper copy of an e-mailed response.

I attach my detailed replies to your questionnaire.  If there is one particular point that I would emphasise, then it is to applaud your decision to require Opt In to e-mail and SMS marketing.  I urge you to defend robustly this decision against lobbying by the DMA.  This University suffers significant costs and damage to quality of service due to unsolicited commercial communications.  We request that all reasonable measures be taken to reverse its inexorable rise.  The UK must be part of the solution, not part of the problem.

Finally, may I point out that there may be an inconsistency between the proposed Regulation and your previous transposition of “The Electronic Commerce Directive (00/31/EC)” (as 2002 No. 2013 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS).  Paragraph 8 of the latter appears to tolerate UCE.  For avoidance of doubt, it might be wise to update that Regulation with a reference to the more detailed requirements set out in this one.

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Yours faithfully,

Rory Kearns

Head of Technical Services 

Computing Services

