I understand you are looking for written submissions regarding spam.  

I would like to offer, for your consideration, a report recently completed by the National Office for the Information Economy (NOIE) an Executive Agency of the Australian Government.  The report, which was completed and released in April, after extensive and comprehensive consultation and discussions is attached.  

Based on the recommendations in the report the Australian Government is currently taking steps to develop anti-spam  legislation.  

It is also online from the NOIE website at available at... 

http://www.noie.gov.au/publications/NOIE/spam/final_report/index.htm and I can arrange to have hard copies of the report air-freighted to you if you wish.

The NOIE report proposes a multi-level approach to attacking spam, including:

*
The introduction of national legislation banning the sending of commercial electronic messaging without the prior consent of end users unless there is an existing customer-business relationship (i.e. an opt-in approach); 

*
The requirement for all commercial electronic messaging to contain accurate details of the sender's name and physical and electronic addresses;

*
Collaboration with industry bodies to implement codes of practice to ensure the compliance of their members with national legislation; 

*
Requirement for ISPs to make available to clients filtering options from an approved schedule of spam filtering tools at reasonable cost, and evaluate and publicise spam filtering options and products;  

*
Australia working together with international organisations such as OECD and APEC to develop global guidelines and cooperative mechanisms to combat spam; 

*
The development of a major information campaign to raise awareness of the nature of spam, provide simple technical advice and a basic guide to anti-spam products.  

NOIE has an representative who is currently in Paris and may be able to attend either the summit or the later hearings - if you consider that would be beneficial, please let me know and I will confirm his availability.

Thank you for your consideration.  Please don't hesitate to contact me if we can be of further assistance.
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